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The Wisdom of Arya NagarjunallE & W HAVES 2

Course OneZ—15: The Eight Invisibles/\FAA] I,
Class 158 —73 —Getting to Know Arya Nagarjuna IANIRTEE B

Quiz $Z2[a)

1) What was the one event in his life that defined Arya Nagarjuna, and what is his position in the
Buddhist tradition?

fib 2 A FFRIM— B E XA IEE T, hEHBBESRFRIMAIZ A

2) Give the title of our book in Sanskrit—using simplified English pronunciation—and then give
Choney Lama’s explanation of the meaning of each of the words in the title, along with useful
English cognates. Please also give the full title in English!
BREBNEBNRXZ—ERBEMNRIERE—ARGLR LR H R PE M
RIS XARRRE, URSHENNNERNRIERIRE, BhEHTRBIORHE!

3) What is the goal of our study of Arya Nagarjuna’s Wisdom?
BANZIEE RN (FF) WENEHA?
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Asian Classics Institute

The Wisdom of Arya Nagarjuna jIF 3 Iy #0025 2

Course One % —1#: The Eight Invisibles /\%EPTT Dl

Class 2% 77 —Learning the Eight Invisibles?# > )\ f 4~ 0] I,

Quiz Tmltﬂ

1) Describe briefly the three visions which Choney Lama had which are particularly relevant to
our own study of Arya Nagarjuna’s Wisdom, and explain the importance of them.

ﬁ %%gﬁ—TEK}EW%N 127 NIEF T <EED BRI SR = RUAR, JERR
WEE:=E

2) In Wisdom, we are examining many different proofs that things are empty. How do the

attitudes of a person who is a bodhisattva, and a person who is not a bodhisattva, differ about

these proofs? Why do they differ?

TE «EEY B, AV TRZ AR R T EYRSHEER . XX LR A F L2,

EA FEE BN EERERER, DI — AR RS ERERER ? Al f1A
?

3) What has the idea of “peace” got to do with these Eight Invisibles? Your answer should be
two, and refer to a popular emptiness example!

RFRE AR AT A%t 2 iR PP 58, S i FH a0 A 0 23 1 491
¥!
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Quiz M4

1) What are three reasons for making all these “examinations” of other people’s viewpoints,
and what is one thing which is not such a reason?

X 250k Ho At N HOML ) "R A=A IR 2 A4 AR AR i A 2

2) The very famous second verse of Wisdom focuses on how things first start. State the four
options that are given, and then give the astounding traditional name of this proof of
emptiness, explaining the name’s deeper meaning.

TE «EE —Bp, HOMEBEERE S RRET YR RITRE . Fida
HA DA IR, AR5 4 VX AIE B S TR & R i ar 44, IR 4 IR

EER




3) What are two problems we would see, if things started from themselves?

IR FEYPR A T4 . BATE B PIA B0 4 2
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1) What are the two general types of negative things recognized in Buddhism? What is the
general description of each, and an example of each? Which of these two categories does
emptiness itself belong to? Why is it useful to know which of the two it is?
WHNNRR G ERFD R 27 B RMEEBERM 4, g0 ZNERT
KRB —2? A2 AEE T — R A H?

2) Why is there an ancient argument over saying, “Things don’t come from themselves, or from

both themselves and others; or from no cause at all—nor do they come from other things, at least

from their own side.”

I 2B RABHEX AU, “FYAKA THRTACS, SEAKRA TATA S A

%Wi% BAK B TIA AR B — — i Ak B T HARK Y, 20MM01E CXit
5o




3) What is the basic problem— which Nagarjuna brings up in his fourth verse —with thinking that
a seed could cause a tree, in the way that we normally think it does?

AN AR — — e A R UM HL 565 DY A A5 5 Y — — 4 3R e AR — R o] DAS | —
A, HEAEE DOAE () St s, XA SEA B A 4.2
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1) With all the four kinds of conditions, Arya Nagarjuna has a problem, for example, with saying
“The tree is growing from the tree seed,” or “The awareness of blue is growing from the blue, or
the eye.” Explain what he is referring to when he says, “As the result approaches growing, the
cause approaches ending—these are simultaneous. And the completion of the growth of the
result and the completion of the stopping of the cause are also simultaneous.”

FEXFTATHI DR A, R ORISR 17—l PRanad, B AR RO R i H ok
7, BN ARG AR B T, BN, YA, A SR,
JE PR U 45 PR — — X B[R] IS A A o T L9 SR 7 A ) S FRCT i R £ L PR 58 RS AT 2 ) I 3
frHy. “ IEMRE IR R A2

2) Someone responds to this train of thought by saying, “Why talk so much, Arya Nagarjuna?
We know that when we see an apple, there must be an eyeball working as a cause there to help
create this perception. When we see the result, we know the cause must have been causing the
result to grow.” How does Nagarjuna counter their argument?

A NIEA BB SR, “UEFE W, A AR A2 WE? FATRE Y FATE B4
Ry, ARE A RIRBRAE A R EAEAR BB €3G T XA K. SR ATE B4R,
FAVHE S €25 ST SR 7 e TR AR S A AT TR W A



3) Now, having denied the four kinds of conditions (that have their own nature) as a group, Arya
Nagarjuna turns to denying them individually, one by one. He goes in the same order that he first
presented them, in a previous verse—which means that he starts with a “causal condition”;
basically, anything that has a result. What problem does the Arya point out with this definition
of a causal condition: “Anything that has a result”?

IEF e E 2N EER BN TR CEMATR B . BUEMEE T — 48—, &
IMBATT T o At A2 — RS G T B R R SR BEAT Y . FEZ BT —ME Bh——48 1)
&, AN TIEER T G AT, EUEMASRKEY . @5 % FREAE
SCAEMTA GRS, Je RIS T A4 AR
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