A & The

a teaching on emptiness

by Geshe Michael Roach
Hong Kong, May 2010
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Arya Nagarjuna, who lived 18 centuries ago, said the following

in his Root Text on Wisdom—
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It would be wrong to say
That quality came

From causes and conditions.

Quality that came

From causes and conditions

Would have to be created.
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The very words

“Quality that was created”

Would be wrong.

Qualities cannot
Be formed; they never

Depend on something CISC.
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How could there be
A thing

If there were no quality?

The quality of a thing
Is what we call

The thing.
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How could things exist

Outside of qualities
And things?

The only way things
Can exist is with

Quality and things.
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If there were no things

There couldn’t be

What they weren'’t.

What they’re not’s
What people call

Something else.
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Anyone who thinks
There are qualities and things

Or things and others

Has yet to see
The nature of

The teachings of the Buddha.
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The Conqueror understood
Things and others,

And so in the advices

Granted to Katyayana
Denied that things

Could exist or not exist.
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If a thing existed
Because it had a quality

It could never cease to exist.

The idea of quality
Changing to something else

Is impossible.
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If there were no quality
What is it

That could ever change?

If there were some quality
Then how

Could it ever change?
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To say things exist 1s to say

They never change; to say they don’t
Is to say they have stopped.

The wise then neither live
In a place where things exist

Nor in one where they don’t.
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Things that had a quality
Would never stop,

And so never change.

But to say it was here before
And now it’s gone would be

To say that things have stopped.
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Thus ends “An Examination of Quality,” which is the 15th chapter of

the Root Text on Wisdom.



